Ochthebius hivae is described from western Iran (Ilam and Khuzestan Provinces). It belongs to the O. metallescens Rosenhauer, 1847 species group. The aedeagal distal lobe of this species is remarkably variable.
Introduction
More than twenty species of Ochthebiinae are known from Iran so far (see e.g., Jäch 2004 , Skale & Jäch 2009 Five additional specimens from the type locality are deposited in the laboratory of I. Ribera (IBE -Institut de Biología Evolutiva, Barcelona, Spain). The soft tissue from a single specimen was digested and the DNA isolated and stored in the DNA collection with voucher number IBE-RA744. The extracted specimen is kept in the IBE with the same reference number.
Differential diagnosis. 1.8-2.0 mm long. Habitus and coloration as in Fig. 1 . Externally, the new species resembles O. khuzestanicus (Iran) and O. wurayah Jäch & Delgado (UAE). It differs from these species in the less coarsely granulate elytra, and from O. khuzestanicus also in the less densely punctate pronotum. Head and pronotum of O. hivae are usually more distinctly cupreous than in the two other species.
